
 

THE VOTE PLAN: RESOURCES 

Eligibility 
 

Whether you are eligible to vote depends on fulfilling five conditions. To be eligible to vote you 

must,  

• Be a citizen of the United States, 

• Be at least 18 years old on Election Day,  

• Not be imprisoned or on probation for committing a felony, and 

• Have not been declared by a judge to be totally mentally incapacitated or partially mentally 

incapacitated without the right to vote. 

 

 

Registration 
 

1. Are you registered to vote? To determine whether you are registered do one of these: 

Call you or visit your county’s voter registration officials. Find yours here: 

https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/voter/votregduties.shtml 

Find out online here: https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/voter/votregduties.shtml  At that 

website, to the right, fill in the boxes under “Are Your Registered?” and it will find out for you. 

2. If the answer is “No,” then go to this site: 

https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/voter/votregduties.shtml There you can start your application 

to register, then download it, print it, and mail it in. If you prefer a paper application, you can 

request one from the Texas Secretary of State’s office, through this online form: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/voter-registration or request one from your county voter 

registration officials. Public libraries tend to have them, and if you are a high-school student, your 

school's principal is required to be a deputy voter registrar, and your school will have voter 

registration applications.  

3. If you are registered but you have since moved or changed your name, update your information 

here: https://txapps.texas.gov/tolapp/sos/SOSACManager To update your information, you will need 

a current driver’s license or Texas ID card, Social Security number (SSN), and your Voter Unique 

Identifier number (VUID). You can get your VUID off your Voter Registration Certificate (the card they 

send us every even-numbered year) or call your county voter registration officials.  

 

https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/voter/votregduties.shtml
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/voter-registration
https://txapps.texas.gov/tolapp/sos/SOSACManager


 

Required ID 
 

In Texas, in most cases you must have a photo ID to vote. There are the seven approved IDs: 

• Texas Driver License  

• Texas Election Identification Certificate  

• Texas Personal Identification card  

• Texas Handgun License  

• U.S. Military identification card with the person’s photo  

• U.S. Citizenship Certificate with the person’s photo  

• U.S. Passport (book or card) 

There are various reasons beyond your control why you may not have any of these forms of ID: you 

may have lost your ID or it was stolen; you may have family responsibilities; you may not have a birth 

certificate or other documents needed to get a photo ID; you may have a disability or illness. But you 

might still be registered to vote; you only need the last four digits of your SSN to register. When you 

go to vote, explain your situation to the voting officials there. Also have with you an identity-

supporting document, such as a, 

birth certificate 

current utility bill  

bank statement 

government check 

paycheck, or 

a government document 

Except for the birth certificate, they should have your name and address on it. Your Voter 

Registration Certificate would be best, since it has you name, address, and your VUID on it.  You will 

be asked to fill out and sign a Reasonable Impediment Declaration. To get an idea what to expect on 

the form, you can download it here: https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/7-62f.pdf  

Election officials are not allowed to challenge or question the reasonableness of your claim or 

demand that you supply evidence. Once you sign the form, you will be allow to cast a regular ballot.  

For details on acquiring a photo ID, go to the VoteRiders website here:   

https://www.voteriders.org/states/texas/  and especially get free help getting the required ID by filling out 

their online form here: https://voteriders.org/freehelp/ 

In many cases you can be exempt from ever having to show photo ID if you are disabled. To qualify, you first 

need one of two documents: 

1. A letter from the U.S. Social Security Administration (SSA) verifying your disability, or 

https://www.sos.state.tx.us/elections/forms/pol-sub/7-62f.pdf
https://www.voteriders.org/states/texas/


 

2. A letter from the U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) verifying that you have a disability 

rating of more than 50% from the VA. 

You submit either of those letters to your County Voting Registrar with the completed Disability Exemption 

form, which you can download from here: https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/forms/pol-sub/21-7f.pdf. 

Lastly, even though voting officials never ask to see it, always take your Voter Registration Certificate (VRC) 

with you when you vote. It has your name, address, and VUID on it. Glitches occur in computers, and your 

VRC can help set things right.  

Voting In Person 
 

For general information on when early voting begins and ends for each election, where you polling locations 

are, registration deadlines, when Election Day is, information on the candidates, and much more, these two 

sites will answer these questions as Election Day draws near.  

1. League of Women Voters: https://www.vote411.org/plan-your-vote 

2. The Texas Voting Portal: https://goelect.txelections.civixapps.com/ivis-mvp-ui/#/login This 

one we have mentioned 3 times now. Go there, fill in information under “Are You 

Registered?” and if you are, it takes you to the Portal.  

If you need a ride to your polling location, go to Disability Rights Texas and find their Find a Ride Guide here: 

https://disabilityrightstx.org/en/2025/10/23/find-a-ride-to-the-polls-in-2025/  The Guide connects you to 

information for getting a ride through 

• public transit, 

• paratransit, 

• taxi services, 

• Uber & Lyft,  

• rideshares, or through 

• major political parties. 

Disability Rights Texas’s handout on the recent changes to curbside voting law is here: 

https://disabilityrightstx.org/en/handout/important-changes-to-curbside-voting/ 

 

Voting by Mail 
To be eligible to vote by mail, you must be,  

65 years old or older,  

Sick or disabled,  

https://www.sos.texas.gov/elections/forms/pol-sub/21-7f.pdf
https://www.vote411.org/plan-your-vote
https://goelect.txelections.civixapps.com/ivis-mvp-ui/#/login
https://disabilityrightstx.org/en/2025/10/23/find-a-ride-to-the-polls-in-2025/


 

Out of the county on election day and during the early voting period, 

Expecting to give birth within 3 weeks before or 3 weeks after the election, or 

Confined in jail, but otherwise eligible to vote. 

The application to vote by mail is here: https://revuptexas.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/App_vote-by-

mail_English.pdf 

The instructions PDF is here: https://revuptexas.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Instructions_Vote-by-

Mail_English.pdf 

If you need a hard copy of the application, use this online form to have one sent to you: 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/abbm  

You can also contact your county election office to request one be sent to you.  

The Ballot By Mail Tracker is here: https://goelect.txelections.civixapps.com/ivis-mvp-ui/#/login As with two 

other trips to this page, fill in the information under “Are You Registered?” and from there you can access the 

Tracker. 

 

Your Voting Rights 
 

Disabled people have the same right to vote as any other citizen. But inaccessible locations and voting 

machines remain a serious problem. Be aware of your legal rights and the required accommodations. 

Among other things polling locations must have, 

Accessible Parking. 

A ground-floor voting area or accessible elevators as well as permanent or temporary ramps along 

any interior route to the polls. 

Special voting devices such as a communication board, different colored voting screens, a sip and 

puff device, and headphones to hear your ballot. 

Sample ballots in alternative formats. 

Among other rights, you have the right to,  

Be placed at the front of the line to vote. (You do not have to supply evidence that you are disabled 

to anyone.) 

Vote by yourself and make your own choices. The assistance of others cannot be forced upon you. 

(Unrequested help or attempts to influence your vote are illegal.) 

https://revuptexas.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/App_vote-by-mail_English.pdf
https://revuptexas.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/App_vote-by-mail_English.pdf
https://revuptexas.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Instructions_Vote-by-Mail_English.pdf
https://revuptexas.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/Instructions_Vote-by-Mail_English.pdf
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/abbm
https://goelect.txelections.civixapps.com/ivis-mvp-ui/#/login


 

Cast your vote privately without anyone else watching you or interfering with you. This includes poll 

workers and poll watchers. 

Assistance reading or marking your ballot from a person you choose.  

Interpreters, both for communicating with election officials in a language other than English, and for 

those who communicate only with ASL. An interpreter can also interpret your ballot for you in the 

voting booth.  

A provisional ballot if there is any doubt that you are eligible to vote. You must be allowed to 

complete and cast the provisional ballot. The ballot will be counted after election officials confirm 

your eligibility.  

For a more thorough account of these rights and accommodations, go to Disability Rights Texas here: 

https://disabilityrightstx.org/en/handout/voting-rights-of-people-with-disabilities/ 

 


